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Oldahoma National Guard
Family Program Office
Phone: 405-228-5591

E-mail: kenneth.iverson@ok.ngb.army.mil

Taking Care of Families

Family Assistance Centers

Family Assistance Centers are here to support guard and family
members. Guard and family members may call a FAC employee
at any time for information and to ask questions.

Our primary contact for TRICARE questions is Sue Stice at
405-228-5389

For families of guard members who are deployed or recently re-
tumed from a deployment, your specific contact s as follows

120th Engineer Battalion: SFC Nichols: 918-832-6536
Jessica Hurt: 918-832-6543

245 Aviation. HHC: SFC Nichols: 918-832-6536

245 Aviation, E Company:  Kristin Frazier: 405-228-5841
249 Aviation: Kristin Frazier: 405-228-5841
245 MI Company: Kristin Frazier: 405-228-5841
Med Hold: Kristin Frazier: 405-228-5841

137th AW: Jennifer Lain: 405-686-5683
138th FW: Connie Hurt: 918-833-7732
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 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




The Family Assistance Center (FAC) is composed of prescribed functions and services provided to military families by the military as a policy and regulatory requirement.  It is staffed by military members, civilian workers, and volunteers.  It is primarily a resource and referral service.  The FAC supports the family of the Guardsmen, which includes the extended family - parents, siblings, other relatives and significant others.  Our primary services include the following:
· Resource and Referral
· Crisis Counseling Assistance: referral and coordination for crisis counseling is provided through Joint Forces Headquarters and the chaplains, and/or appropriate state and local human agencies.
· TRICARE and Military Benefits Information: counseling and assistance in forms completion and claims submission.  The FAC will provide information on TRICARE, including dental and mental health. 
· Emergency Financial Assistance: counseling and assistance in loan/grants submittal through Air Force Aid, Army Emergency Relief, American Red Cross, and through state and local human service agencies.
· Legal Information and ESGR: information and assistance is coordinated through the Staff Judge Advocate or available legal service agencies.  Information will be provided pertaining to preparation of wills, powers of attorney, and appropriate counseling on the provisions of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Relief Act.  Also included are referrals or requests for Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR). 
· Mobilization and Deployment Training: this process includes information and training on the preparation,  sustainment, and reunion phases.
Where would the family program be without volunteers?  The same place T-Ball would be without volunteers.  Volunteers make it happen.


There are many volunteer opportunities in the Oklahoma National Guard   Family Program.  Volunteer activities range from participation in annual unit family day activities to regular participation in a Family Readiness Group (FRG), and further by participating in or supporting state level family program events.  At the unit a volunteer can serve as the Unit FRG Coordinator, Secretary, Treasurer, Communication Coordinator, Activity Coordinator, etc.  The state level family program events are as follows:  Annual Youth Workshop – (better known as Kid’s Kamp), Youth Finance Seminar, 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens, Youth Survival Workshop, Youth Leadership & Team Building Workshop, Guard Family Action Plan, Speakers from Guard Family Team Building training and the Annual State Family Program Workshop.


What does it take to make an FRG or family program event successful?  All successful activities have one common thread -- a committed, dedicated volunteer.  Each successful FRG or successful activity has at least one dedicated volunteer who is committed to seeing the FRG activity through to the end.  Without volunteers, it just wouldn’t happen.


Thank You to all those volunteers who have committed time and effort to the family program, regardless if at the unit or state level.  For those who haven’t yet volunteered, I invite you to share your valuable time with us.  For more information contact your unit or call:  405-228-5591 or 918-832-6539

















The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. Newsletters can be a great way to market your product or service, and also create credibility and build your organization’s identity among peers, members, employees, or vendors.


First, determine the audience of the newsletter. This could be anyone who might benefit from the information it contains, for example, employees or people interested in purchasing a product or requesting your service.


You can compile a mailing list from business reply cards, customer information sheets, Business cards collected at trade shows, or membership lists. You might consider purchasing a mailing list from a company.


If you explore the Project Gallery, you will find many publications that match the style of your newsletter.


Next, establish how much time and money you can spend on your newsletter. These factors will help determine how frequently you publish the newsletter and its length. It’s recommended that you publish your newsletter at least quarterly so that it’s considered a consistent source of information. Your customers or employees will look forward to its arrival.











OKLAHOMA CITY


Gov. Brad Henry signed a bill giving retired military personnel in Oklahoma a significant tax break.   �  �House Bill 1476, by State Rep. Ann Coody, will exempt $10,000 or half of military retirement income from the state income tax, whichever is greater. �  �“The men and women who have spent their lives serving our country deserve this,” said Coody, R-Lawton. “This was the least we could do to show our appreciation to these great Americans.” �  �Coody believes the bill will also serve as an incentive to military personnel around the nation to retire in Oklahoma. �  �Current law caps the exemption at $7,500. �����
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CONTACT THE FP STAFF:





•	  State Family Program                                  


			 Director,


MAJ K Shane Iverson


405-228-5591





•	      137 FW Family         Program Coordinator,


Jennifer Lain


405-686-5683





•	      138 FW Family Program Coordinator,


Connie Hurt


918-833-7732





•  Family Assistance


Centers,


   OKC 405-228-5841


   Tulsa 918-832-6543


Lawton 580-595-4455





 •       Newsletter Editor


  Kristin Frazier


 405-228-5841





 •   FRG Assistant


	    Donna Crews


918-832-6539

















Governor Signs Tax Break for Military Retirees into Law





The Armed Forces Vacation Club (AFVC) is a “Space Available” program that offers Department of Defense affiliated personnel the opportunity to take affordable condominium vacations at the resorts around the world for only $249 per unit per week. The AFVS makes this possible by utilizing “excess” inventory at the condominium timeshare resorts. “Excess” inventory consists of condominium units that resort owners do not use, which generally means off season or short-notice travel. If you enjoy off-season activities in popular locations without the hassle of high-season prices, crowds and the lines or if you can travel on 10 days notice or less, the AFVC offers an incredible vacation value.





Eligibility


You are eligible to participate in the Armed Forces Vacation Club if you are 21 or older and a :
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Many different circumstances may serve as a pruning knife in the hands of the Master Vinedresser.  It may be the rejecting gesture, the unkind word, or no word at all. It could be the frustration of living in a constant state of noise and confusion, with daily duties and no chance to find a quiet place to call our own. Or it might be waiting for God to intervene when everything seems hopeless and we have no friends to help us.
















































































Meet The New Full Time Support Chaplain





























Legislation that would pay for life insurance policies for all Oklahomans serving in the National Guard is headed to the governor's desk.�                


Senate Bill 821, by State Sen. Randy Bass and State Rep. John Carey, would provide state funding to purchase $250,000 life insurance�policies for all Oklahoma Guardsmen.�                


"Many of the young men and women serving in the National Guard struggle to pay everyday bills," said Carey, D-Durant. "For many of those families, life  insurance is a luxury that is hard to justify when kids need school clothes or a trip to the dentist, so they just go without the coverage.�                


"Unfortunately, that leaves their families exposed if the worst happens. Given the fact that so many Guard units are now being deployed overseas in war zones, the least we can do as a state is buy their life insurance policies to provide those families with some financial security in a worst-case scenario."�                


Carey, who serves as the chairman of the House Veterans and Military Affairs Committee, noted there are 9,615 Oklahomans serving in�the National Guard who would receive life insurance coverage if Senate Bill 821 becomes law.�                


A $250,000 policy currently costs $16.25 per month and the total cost to the state would be an estimated $1.87 million in the coming�year.�              


  To date, only one Oklahoma Guardsman has been killed in the line of duty, but Carey noted that other deaths are a possibility given the heavy rotation of Guard units in areas such as Iraq and Afghanistan.  

















Current National Guard member


Retired National Guard member


Spouse or child (221 or older) of an active or retired member of National Guard and have a current DD Form 1173, United States Uniformed Services Identification and Privilege Card.





There are NO membership applications to fill out, fees or dues to pay or time-share presentations to attend.





Making Reservations





(ALL TIMES ET/STD)


Mon – Fri: 7 am to Midnight


Sat: 9:00 am to 8:00 pm


Sun: 9:30 am to 8:00 pm





Please have the following information ready:





NAME


NUMBER IN PARTY





























Great TraveL Opportunities for Guard Members  & Families








Bill Providing Life Insurance to Guardsmen Headed to Governor











 Services Offered by Family Assistance Centers
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“Every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.” John 15:2





In every vineyard, a vinedresser prunes the branches so they will produce more fruit. In a spiritual sense, our heavenly Father must deal with us in a similar way at times—by pruning our lives.  It isn’t only the dead branches that have to go, but sometimes even the living and vital 


ones must be cut back so that better and more bountiful fruit may grow.
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About Our Organization…
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Chaplain’s Corner
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245 Aviation, HHC:	            	SFC Nichols: 918-832-6536


245 Aviation, E Company: 	Kristin Frazier: 405-228-5841


249 Aviation: 			Kristin Frazier: 405-228-5841


245 MI Company:		Kristin Frazier: 405-228-5841


Med Hold: 			Kristin Frazier: 405-228-5841


137th AW: 			Jennifer Lain: 405-686-5683


138th FW: 			Connie Hurt: 918-833-7732


279 IN BN 01 HHC FWD3:       Kristin Frazier: 405-228-5389


158 FA				Gerda Weekley 580-595-4455





But the pruning knife is guided by a loving set of hands. The Master Vinedresser knows what we can take, and He knows what we can become—more loving, joyful, tranquil, tolerant, kind, dependable, gentle, poised—stronger and better than we are today.





We must not shrink from the knife but trust the hand that holds it. Our Father in heaven has a purpose—to produce good fruit in us.
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 Chaplain Hanna can be reached at the Oklahoma Military Department.





Full Time Support Chaplain


Joint Force HQ-Oklahoma


405-228-5178�DSN 628-5178�Fax 405-606-7212




















Chaplain Hanna began work as the Full-Time Support Chaplain for the Oklahoma National Guard in June. He has been a chaplain in the Oklahoma National Guard for 4 years. His recent deployment to Afghanistan and separation from his wife and two sons enables him to relate to the issues facing our Guard families.  Look for his “Chaplain’s Corner” article in each issue of this newsletter. 


























BRANCH OF SERVICE


INSTALLATION NUMBER


TRAVEL DATES AND DESTINATION


CREDIT CARD NUMBER





When a vacation guide answers, they will ask for your account number. If this is your first call, tell them you are a “first-time AFVC caller.” The vacation guide will take your name, address, telephone number, AFVC Installation Number and assist with making reservation. At the end of the call, even if you do not complete a reservation, the guide will assign you an account number for future use.





Senate Bill 821, which is part of Gov. Brad Henry's "Operation�Home Front" initiative, passed the Oklahoma House of Representatives on�a 98-0 vote and now proceeds to the governor to be signed into law. 
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