08 Sep 2005

TRICARE Benefits for National Guard Activated in support of Hurricane Katrina Relief
1. TRICARE medical benefits and line-of-duty care are determined by order authority

a. State orders – IAW state law and the Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC) www.emacweb.org  
1) No federal disability or TRICARE benefits. 

2) Healthcare benefits vary by state. Availability of humanitarian assistance varies.
3) Some National Guard members may prefer state activation for benefits and pay
b. Federal orders

1) DepSecDef memo dtd 07Sep2005 “approved federal funding for use of the National Guard in Title 32 U.S. Code status to support Hurricane Katrina disaster relief efforts retroactive to August 29, 2005.” 
2) Covered for line-of-duty conditions while in a federal duty status (including travel) 

3) Orders more than 30 consecutive days of federal service accrue full TRICARE benefits for member and eligible family members.  

4) Possible that some National Guard members may not be converted from state to federal orders.

2. TRICARE Benefits under Federal Orders

a. Covers member and eligible family members

b. Same as any Active Duty Service Member and Active Duty Family Member including TRICARE Prime programs available by geographic area.  

3. Transitional TRICARE benefits under TAMP
a. No TAMP eligibility from activation in support of Katrina disaster relief since it has not been designated a contingency operation as defined in 10 USC101(a)(13) to date.
b. Eligibility – “a member of a reserve component who is separated from active duty to which called or ordered in support of a contingency operation if the active duty is for a period of more than 30 days” (10USC1145(a)(2)(B)). 

c. Members returning from active duty in support of a contingency operation for more than 30 days would be eligible for 180 days of TAMP coverage beginning the day after release from qualifying active duty. 

1) If subsequently activated under federal orders for Katrina, DEERS will suspend TAMP coverage in favor of full active duty TRICARE benefit. Upon release from Katrina service, DEERS would reactivate TAMP coverage if the original end date of TAMP had not been reached.

2) If subsequently activated under state orders for Katrina, TAMP coverage would continue uninterrupted for full period of coverage. 
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